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 “Help! Moths are eating my grass.” This was a re-

cent cry for help form a local homeowner.  

As this was at least the second similar com-

plaint of the morning I knew exactly what 

her problem was.  Sod Webworms Herpeto-

gramma phaeopteralis.  Although technically 

she was not correct.   

 The moths that she was seeing flit-

tering around the lawn or flying up in clouds 

are the adult form of the sod webworm.  

They do not eat grass or other plants.  The 

adult females lay their eggs on the blades of 

grass.  Once hatched it is the developing larvae that eat 

the grass causing damage to our lawns.  According to Dr. 

Ron Strahan with the LSU AgCenter, the larvae go 

through several instars (growth stages) 

getting larger and more voracious with 

each.  Although the damage can look 

similar to fungal problems, you can see 

the difference by examining the blades 

of grass for signs of chewing.    Sod web-

worms may also be identified by the 

presence of green fecal pellets in the 

thatch and the presence of the silky 

webbing for which the pest received it’s 

name.  To help scout for the presence of 

the caterpillars, Dan Gill with the LSU AgCenter suggests 

pouring a mixture of soapy water on a section of the lawn 

where the damaged grass meets the healthy grass.  If 

they are present, this should cause the 

caterpillars to start moving, making 

them easier to spot.  Dan’s recipe is 

one ounce of lemon scented dish-

washing detergent to 1 gallon of water.   

 The good news according to 

Dan is that the caterpillars only eat 

the blades of grass and not the roots 

or crown.  Therefore, healthy lawns 

are likely to recover.  Dr. Strahan sug-

gests applying a nitrogen-containing fertilizer to help 

lawns recover quickly.  He warns that appli-

cations made after August 15 may lead to 

other problems including increased incidents 

of brown patch disease.   

 Control measures are the most effec-

tive if applied to the young caterpillars in the 

earlier instars.  Trying to kill the moths is not 

very effective.  David Smitley of Michigan 

State University wrote that the siting of nu-

merous webworm adults does not mean 

damage will occur. Harsh environmental 

conditions and predators often destroy many eggs and 

young larvae before serious damage occurs. Wait approx-

imately two weeks after peak moth activity is observed 

and use the soap water solution to 

check for larvae.  If more than 4-6 lar-

vae are present in a 4 sqft. area then 

treatment is recommended.   

 A variety of insecticides will 

combat the webworms. Follow label di-

rections carefully.  Here is a list of prod-

ucts with their active ingredient. 

Spinosad (an organic insecticide): Mon-

terey Organic Garden Insect Spray; Fer-

tilome Borer, Bagworm, Tent Caterpillar 

and Leafminer Spray; Green Light Spinosad Lawn and 

Garden Spray; Dow Spinosad Home and Garden; Success 

Naturalyte; Bonide Captain Jack's 

Deadbug Brew and other brands. 

Bifenthrin (a pyrethroid): Talstar; 

Bifenthrin; Ortho Home Defense and 

other brands. 

Acephate (systemic): Acephate; Or-

thene and other brands. 

Carbaryl: Carbaryl; Sevin. 

           

   ~Chris Dunaway 

Adult Sod Webworm 

Sod Webworm Larvae 

Sod Webworm damage to lawn 



Collards 

Cucumbers 

Luffa 

Snap Beans 

Pumpkins 

Lima Beans 

Shallots 

Squash 

Tomatoes 

Cabbage 

Cauliflower 

Chinese Cabbage 

Bell Peppers 

Broccoli 

Brussels Sprouts 

Irish Potatoes 

Rutabagas 

Turnips 

Kale 

Mustard 
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Blue Daze 

Coleus 

Gerbera Daisy 

Impatiens 

Ornamental Pep-
pers 

Wave Petunia 

Salvia 

Butterfly Weed 

Mexican Heather 

Periwinkle 

Scaevola 

Abelmoschus 

Balsam 

Dahlberg Daisy 

Dwarf Cosmos 

Marigolds 

Portulaca 

Cleome 

Cosmos 

Four o’Clocks 

Melampodium 

Mexican Sunflower 

Sunflower 

(Red indicates to 
plant seeds.) 

Heat Tolerant Annuals 

Master Gardener volunteers show off their harvest. 

A variety of carrots. 

An abundance of broccoli from the Lower 9th Ward. Red and White Irish Potatoes. 
Freshly dug potatoes. 

Red Giant Kale. 

Sunflowers at the Botanical Garden. 



Volunteer Spotlight  

Plant of the Month 

3       August 2016          GNO Gardening 

Live Oak Quercus virginiana -Baking in the sun while walking in the park looking for a plant to 

feature, I ducked into the shade of an old oak tree and the answer was instantly apparent.  While oak trees 

provide us with year around pleasure, they are probably most appreciated during the hot summer months 

when their graceful branches offer us a refuge from the scorching sun.   

 Live oaks are massive trees that 

can reach heights of 75’ and spread 

over 100’.  They have a moderately rap-

id growth rate while young but grow 

more slowly as they mature.  Live oaks 

can thrive in a variety of soil types and 

can tolerate poor drainage and salty 

soils.  They are semi-evergreen and 

hold onto their leaves over the winter 

and drop them in the spring just prior 

to putting out new leaves.  The leaves 

make good mulch just in time for 

spring gardening.       ~Chris Dunaway 

Kathy Bell has been a Louisiana master gardener since 2007.  It was post 

Katrina and many of the gardens in the area were affected even if they had 

not been flooded.  She wanted to help and took the master gardener classes  

to increase her knowledge and become more effective in her volunteer 

efforts. 

 Kathy was first introduced to gardening by her grandmother Rosa.  It 

took a few years to appreciate the time spent helping to weed flowerbeds and 

tend her roses.  When Kathy left home for college, Rosa gave Kathy her first 

plant, an African violet, that she still has today.  Another person that helped 

develop Kathy’s love for gardening is her husband Rodney.  He grew up on a 

small farm in central Louisiana and had Kathy building raised beds and grow-

ing vegetables before they were even married.  Kathy is a neonatal nurse 

practitioner and often relates tending a garden to taking care of her tender 

young patients.   She appreciates gardening as therapy considering the stress of the great responsibility of her 

profession. 

 As a volunteer, Kathy has worked in the New Orleans Botanical Gardens with particular attention to 

the butterfly garden.  She also has assisted with two master gardener state conventions and is a regular vol-

unteer at the New Orleans spring and fall garden shows.  Recently Kathy has been helping at the LaSalle Park 

demonstration garden in Metairie, the botanical gardens, as a mentor for the current master gardener class, 

and assisting in the office answering calls and other duties.  
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2016 PLANT SALES   AUGUST 6 

Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 am – Noon 

SEPTEMBER 10 

Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 am - Noon 

OCTOBER 8-9 

Fall Garden Festival 

Sat. October 8 

10:00 am – 5:00 pm  

Sun. October 9 

10:00 am-4:00 pm 

The Pelican Greenhouse is located jus off Henry Thomas (Golf) 

Drive, South of the I-610 overpass. Bring a wagon and arrive early. 

For additional information, call 504/483-9464, visit our website at 

www.neworleanscitypark.com, or e-mail to plants@nocp.org. 

 Plants are now available for sale in our new Garden Gift Shop  

Fall Garden Festival 
At the New Orleans Botanical Garden 

 

Upcoming Events  

Admission:  $8 for adults and 
$4 for children ages 5 -12 
Children under 4 years old and Friends of City Park receive free admission   

When: Saturday, October 8th from 10 am to 5 pm 
Sunday, October 9th from 10 am to 4 pm 

Where:   New Orleans Botanical Garden, New Orleans City Park 

Contact: Susan Capley, New Orleans Botanical Garden Education Director SCapley@nocp.org or call 483-9473. 

Join garden lovers at this year’s Fall Garden Festival to cele-

brate the event’s 21st anniversary.  The annual Fall Garden 

Festival is an educational experience for home gardeners and 

professionals. 

The festival includes plant & garden product exhibits, sales 

throughout the garden, a Children's Fun Fest activities area, 

educational programs, music, arts & crafts, and more. Educa-

tional programs take place in the Garden Study Center and 

are free with entrance to the show. There will be live music 

each day for patrons to enjoy. This event is sponsored by the 

New Orleans Botanical Garden, New Orleans City Park, the 

New Orleans Botanical Garden Foundation, and Friends of 

City Park. 



Upcoming Events  
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Farm to Table Chef's Taste Challenge 
August 19, 2016 

6:30pm -9:30pm 
New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center 
One night. Ten Chefs. America’s best farm to table cuisine. The annual Farm to Table Chefs 
Taste Challenge is a fun dinner event that aims to broaden awareness for the use of fresh, 
healthy, sustainable ingredients in preparing food. Furthermore, this event will provide a 
platform to feature ten of America’s best farm to table chefs across the country and at-
tendees can cast their vote for their favorite dish. 

Contact: Katie Calabrese 
F2T Chefs Taste Challenge 
900 Convention Center Blvd. 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
504-582-3000 

Website: chefstastechallenge.com 

Farm to Table Experience 
August 18 - 20, 2016 
8:30am – 5pm 
New Orleans Ernest N. Morial Convention Center 
The Farm to Table Experience (F2Te) is the premier annual gathering in the south exploring 
cultivation, distribution, and consumption of food and drink sourced locally. The theme for 
this year’s event is “Food for Thought” and will feature Tastings, Interactive Displays, Hands-on 
Workshops, Chef Demos, Educational Sessions, and more! 

Contact: Katie Calabrese 
Farm to Table Experience 
900 Convention Center Blvd. 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
504-582-3000 

Website: www.f2texperience.com  

tel:504-582-3000
http://www.chefstastechallenge.com/
tel:504-582-3000
http://www.f2texperience.com


Upcoming Events  

Home TWEET Home 

Birdhouse Exhibit & Fundraiser 

Who & Where: New Orleans Botanical Garden 

When: Exhibit-October 1-October 23, 2016 during garden  Culmination Party-October 23rd from 5-7 pm 

 The New Orleans Botanical Gardens is hosting a birdhouse exhibit fundraiser to help fund construction of a new 

outdoor kitchen.  The public is requested to build a unique birdhouse for donation to the exhibit.  The birdhouses will 

be displayed in the garden for three weeks in October.  While on display, visitors may bid on their favorite birdhouses.   

 During the three week exhibit, the Botanical Garden will also provide educational programs about local birds, 

birdwatching, birdhouse and feeder construction, and gardening to attract birds.  Winning bids will be announced at the 

culmination party on October 23rd from 5-7 pm.   

Guidelines: 

 All birdhouses must be works created by the exhibitor.  Commercially produced birdhouses or assembled kits will 

not be accepted unless embellished or artistically painted.  Be creative! 

 Birdhouses should not have a business logo on it.  Signage will be provided including the participants name and or-

ganization. 

 Birdhouses must be sturdy and able to last outside throughout the year. 

 Birdhouses can either hang or be mounted on a flat surface.  All birdhouses will be mounted to a 36” pole.  

 Size Limitations: Base should not exceed 24” square.  Height should not exceed 24” tall. 

 Birdhouses may be dropped off from September 1-16. 2016.   

 Construction tips and registration info can be found at: neworleanscitypark.com/botanical-garden/home-tweet-home. 

 For more information contact Susan Capley at scapley@nocp.org or call (504)483-9473 
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http://neworleanscitypark.com/botanical-garden/home-tweet-home


Do-It-Yourself 

Orchids love hanging in a tree outside receiving the natural rainwater and filtered sunlight coming through 

the canopy.  It is easy to make a secure hanger from a length of 1/8 inch round bar purchased from your local 

hardware store.  The only tools that you will need are a pair of pliers.   

1. Measure one end of the 

bar slightly longer than the 

width of the pot bottom. 

2. Using pliers, bend the bar 

to form a narrow U. 

3. At the midpoint of the 

short arm, use the pliers to 

bend the bar into a T shape. 

4. Insert the long end of the 

bar through the center hole 

in the bottom of the pot.   

5. Being careful not to dam-

age the plant, push the bar 

up through the roots. 

8. Use the pliers to form a 

wide U hook at the top of the 

bar. 

9. Hang in your favorite tree 

and enjoy. 

Completed bend. 

Completed T base. 

7. Insert fully until the pot 

rests on the new base. 
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Find plain round bar at your 

local hardware store. 

For different lengths, cut the 

bar to the desired size prior  

to forming hanger. 



Your Local Extension Office is Here to Help 

Lee Rouse 
Greater New Orleans 
Horticulture Agent 
 
(504)483-9471 

E-mail us at: GNOGardening@agcenter.lsu.edu 

      Follow us on Facebook at GNOGardening 

For more information visit 
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August Checklist/Garden Tips 

Small, yellow aphids on your butterfly weed or milkweed (Asclepias curassavica) will not damage the plants or affect the feeding of 

adult and larval monarch butterflies. Do not use pesticides. 

Spider mites and white flies are abundant now and many gardeners are experiencing heavy outbreaks. Make several applications of 
Year Round Oil or All Seasons Oil before they get too out of hand. Spray the underside of the leaves for best control, and spray in the 
early morning when it is cooler. 

Hot, dry weather is ideal for chinch bug damage to show up on area lawns, particularly St. Augustine. Look for enlarging areas of 

brown, straw-like grass, especially in sunny, dry areas between the sidewalk and the street and along driveways. Treat with 

acephate, bifenthrin, Malathion, or other insecticides labeled to control chinch bugs on lawns. Read and follow label directions 

carefully. 

Remove flowers on coleus, and pinch back vegetative growth to prolong new foliage production.  

The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus of the LSU System and provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

Prune ever blooming roses back about one third their height in late August or early September. Also remove any dead canes and 

weak spindly growth. This pruning prepares the roses for the outstanding blooming season in October and November. Do not cut 

back once blooming roses that only bloom in spring and early summer and stop, as you will reduce flowering next year. 

After a summer of vigorous growth outside, some containerized plants may be pot bound. Check and repot into larger containers if 

necessary. Also, plants in pots sitting on a brick surface or soil may grow roots out of the drainage holes into the ground. Prevent 

this by lifting the pots occasionally or boost them up on pot feet or pieces of brick.  

Begin to order spring flowering bulbs from catalogs for delivery in October. 

 

Fine, silvery webbing on the bark of area trees is being caused by tiny insects called psocids or bark lice. These scavengers are com-
pletely harmless to the trees and no control is needed. 

If your spring planted eggplant and pepper plants are still in good condition, they can be generally be relied on to produce a fall 
crop. Control pests and keep the plants well watered and fertilized as needed. They will begin to set more fruit as the temperatures 
become cooler. 

mailto:gnogardening@agcenter.lsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Gno-Gardening-1030624690304124/

